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CAPTAIN’S LETTER 
 
First of all , I want to thank all those who made Frog Talk a success.  Jim, Ed, Earl, Russ and Tom 
for their organization.  Thanks to everyone who donated to the auction, and everyone who bought 
something at the auction.  That’s what keeps this a free event.  And finally, thanks to all who 
attended.  It was a great weekend, except for a li ttle rain on Saturday.  The potluck dinner and 
tavern was a great success.  We are going to get a larger tent next year so everyone can stay dry 
(just in case.) 
 
The big events for this summer are the 250th at Fort Necessity and Grand Encampment #2 in 
Michigan.  11 people are attending Fort Necessity.  While it is correct that a westerner was 
commanding the French troops, they have two “easterners’ in command.  But I’ m not upset that I 
was passed over (really, it does not bother me [not at all { seriously} ]).  I think it is great that men 
from the Illi nois Country were there 250 years ago and we are coming back to give G W 
(Washington) the beating he deserves. 
 
At GE#2, 19 Mili ce are attending, not counting artill ery.  If we have half the fun we had at the 
first one, this will be a knockout event.  I just hope the weather is not so hot and humid further 
North. 
 
The next Mili ce meeting is Sat. Sept. 18 at 10 a.m. at the Cahokia Courthouse.  I know this is 
very late.  But, the first weekend is Labor Day.  The 2nd weekend is Hodge Park in Missouri and 
Bowman’s Co. Rev War in Kaskaskia.  And I want to get in some drill practice.  I know, I just 
said the “D” word.  Ste. Anne Mili tia is in charge of the Oct F&I and I am sure there will be some 
drill i n there somewhere.  I just want to be somewhat prepared.  So dress out and bring your 
musket. 
 
Well . I think that is all I have to say for now.  I am setting here, waiting to leave for Necessity 
and GE#2.  Ken Brigman and Larry Mill er and I are making the 1600 mile round trip together.  It 
will be fun.   
 
Have a good safe summer.  I will see you down the road. 
 
Votre Serviteur 
Jean Baptiste 
 
 

 
 
Being a brief t reatise on the events of Sund ay morning the 28th of March 
 
It was a bright morning.  It was the final morning of artillery training school.  The wind 
was from the South Southwest, blowing strong.  Storm clouds were brewing on the 
horizon.  We knew we had to act fast.   



 
Three guns were brought to the line.  I had the privilege of commanding the squad on 
Bob Gill¹s garrison gun.  We were positioned on the far right of the line.  With all 
diligence and care we cleaned and loaded the piece.  The first shot was just a couple of 
feet wide to the right.  I adjusted the aim and the second shot was wide to the left. 
 
I adjusted the aim again and the next two shots flew directly over the barrel.  The muzzle 
was lowered ever so slightly.  The fifth shot stove in the steel barrel like a rum puncheon. 
 
The range officer said, ³Go ahead and shoot the middle barrel.²  The heavy gun was 
turned slowly and carefully aimed.  A single shot blew away the middle target barrel. 
 Only one remained. 
 
With the permission of the range officer the gun was again turned a few degrees farther 
to the left and the muzzle raised a fraction of an inch to allow for the greater distance. 
 Once again the 4 pounder roared to life and when the smoke cleared the third barrel 
was down.   That shot skipped in, but a hit is still a hit.   3 targets, 3 ranges, and 3 shots-
--WHAT A RUSH!!!!! 
 
Thanks to a great crew and to Bob Gill for letting me command his gun.  I think I¹ll 
change my name to Israel Hands [he were Flint¹s gunner, ya know.] 

 

 
 

The king’s Arrest Warr ant for : 
 Russell Wyatt  

 
Charges: 

1. Illegal operation of a tavern thusly cheating our good King Louis the 15th of his right 
full revenue.  The above person does not possess a proper charter to operate a tavern.  

2. Illegal selli ng of spirituous drink thusly cheating our good King of his right full 
revenue.  The above person does not possess the proper license to sell spirits. 

3. Health violation, the above person did not possess the proper health permits thusly 
cheating our good King Louis the 15th of his right full revenue.  The lack of a proper 
health inspection lead to the out break of an unknown ill ness.  The morning after 
many people had flu like sickness vomiting and headaches.  

4. Hunt without a license thusly cheating the our good King Louis the 15th  of his right 
full revenue.  The above person kill ed a female brazier, and it was out of season. 

5. Piracy!  The above person has openly admitted to buccaneering, and he has a pirate 
crew. 

 
 
Signed on this date.    Captain Mefford 
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Black Powder Shoot 
 

Saturday November20 
 

10:00 a.m.-3:00p.m. 
 

At Fort DeChartres Historic Site 
 

Flintlock, smoothbore only 

 
Both solid shot and loose shot targets available 

 
Prizes awarded at each round of competition 

 
Blanket prize or meat necessary to register to shoot 

 
For additional information contact Dennis Lybarger                                                  
at:                618 345 5057  or at lybarger6@juno.com 
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School of the Soldier 
Postmor tem 

 
All things considered the school received a passing grade.  These are a few of the comments from 
participants: 
 
Great weekend! 
I liked not needing to go to town and leaving every thing out here for dinner. 
Good job Thanks. 
We should go to Jefferson Barracks again. 



The tavern was a lot of fun. Russell was inspired. 
The potluck was a good idea. Let's do it next time.  
Outstanding speakers. 
Why didn't you have better weather? 
Well organized. 
Good food. 
Letting people shoot for the first time ever was a good idea. [There was a large group of  

shooters.  It went well .] 
I liked not going to town for supper. 
Everyone being here together for supper was fun. 
The auction is always so much fun. 
Let's do it again next weekend.  
Great music at the tavern. 
That was the first time that I ever shot a gun. 
Really liked eating in camp. 
Frog Talk is no place to be shooting guns.  It should not have been allowed. 
I thought that merchants were not allowed. 
Each session should have run on time. 
 
James Chestney 
Chairman, 
School of the Soldier [Retired] 

 
 
 

The following is from "Muletrain to Maggody : an Arly Hanks mystery" by Joan Hess.  It deals 
with a Civil War reenactment in the fictitious town of Maggody, Arkansas.  This quote is from 
the acknowledgments section 
 
"In my unschooled opinion, the Civil War was the worst tragedy the United States has ever 
suffered.  In this work of comedic fiction, I had to downplay the reali ties of what happened and 
focus on those who continue to put on stifling wool costumes and relive those horrible times.  
Their motives are mixed.  Some participate to preserve history and educate those who have only a 
vague sense of the history of the period.  Others participate as a hobby, an opportunity to live for 
a few days in a simpler environment and to visit with old friends.  And others, dear readers, are 
crazier that loons." 
 
Sound like anyone you know?? 
 
jm 
 

 
 

 
April 27, 2004 
 
 
Dear Mr. Darrell Duensing, 
 
Thank you, for the use of the Fort De Chartres site.  The school of the soldier went quite well 
because of your support and cooperation.  Providing the tent, wood, and Port-a-potties was a 
tremendous help to our budget, and you were very agreeable to suggestions.  During our planning 



session the subject of weather was not discussed, so you are not being held responsible for the 
rain. 
Please pass along our thanks to your staff and particularly Mr. Steve Anderson.  He was very 
cordial and helpful. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James K. Chestney 
Mili ce de Ste. Famill e  
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events    PLEASE NOTE CHANGES MARKED BY *  
 
July 1-4 – Fort Necessity 250th Anniversary – www.nps.gov 
July 10-11 Grand Encampment #2 – Stony Creek Park, MI 
July 16-18 – Gathering on the Theatiki (Bourbonnais, IL) 
July 22-25 – Fort Niagara 250th – www.oldfortniagara.org 
 
Aug 19-22 – Fort Meigs Siege , Perrysburg,OH 
 
Sept 4-5 – Fair at New Boston 
Sept 11-12 – Hodge Park Fete – Mkeeny@msn.com 
Sept 17-19 – Koh-Koh-Mah – Russiavill e, IN 
Sept 18 – Mili ce meeting – 10 am – Cahokia Courthouse – dr ill practice 
*Sept 19 – French Colonial Crafts and Trades – Ft de Chartres 
Sept 18-19 – Belle Fontaine Historic Encampment 
Sept 25-26 – Heritage Days – Godfrey IL 
 
Oct 2 – Mil ice meeting – 4pm Capts tent 
Oct 2-3 – Feast of the Hunter's Moon – Lafayette IN 
Oct 2-3 – F&I – Fort de Chartres 
Oct 9-10 – Kampsvill e 
Oct 16-17 – Grand Encampment – Fort Massac bobgill @apex.net 
Oct 16-17 – Gathering of the Eagles – Grafton IL 
Oct 29-31 0 Fort de la Buse – Bellevilll e OH – Bellevill e@worldnet.att.net 
 
Nov 6 – Mili ce meeting – 4pm – Capts tent 
Nov 6-7 – Fall Rendezvous – Fort de Chartres 
 
Dec 5 – Milice meeting – 1pm - TBA 
 
2005 
 
June – The Bougainvill e Voyage, Contact: Victor Suthren, 2581 Flannery Dr., Ottawa, ON, 
Canada  K1V 8M4, Tel: 613-730-3243, Fax 613-730-2224, e-mail suthren@magma.ca 
 
If you know of any other events for 2004, please send them to me, and I will add them to the 
calendar – Lynn 
 
 



        
 

For Sale ± contact Ed Glock 636-271-3621, fr itzglock@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
 

Good news!  Thanks to well planned safety precautions, no braziers were harmed at June 
Fort this year. 
 

 


